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HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: It is perfect timing for me to make a contribution to 
members’ statements this evening to advise members of a wonderful initiative that has been put in place by 
Ashdale Secondary College. Members will know that I am chairman of the board of that independent public 
cluster school. The school made an initiative in an effort to encourage young female primary school students to 
engage in science, technology, engineering and mathematics once they come into the high school. I say that it is 
perfect timing because just this morning, our extremely hardworking Minister for Education—I understand that 
he is going to undertake his 500th school visit this coming week, which, of course is to a school in the 
North Metropolitan Region—advised us, by way of a brief ministerial statement, about recent STEM initiatives 
that were introduced for all WA schools. I recently attended an announcement with him at Ashdale Primary 
School that $4.9 million of funding was to be made available for equipment and initiatives to enable primary 
school students to engage in coding, which will be very important in the future. 
In the time available to me, obviously I will not restate all of the minister’s brief ministerial statement, but I want 
to congratulate him on behalf of all of us for the investment that this government is making in that very 
important area to STEM. We are providing extra funding for our students from K–12 because it is very important 
that we do this from the absolute outset and students will benefit from the most up-to-date methods of teaching 
and equipment in STEM subjects. That will ensure that they will be the beneficiaries of all the opportunities that 
will be available to them by way of employment and tertiary studies later on when they get to that stage. 
Members need to remember that it is estimated that over 40 per cent of the jobs that our children and future 
generations will be involved in do not actually exist at the moment. We know that, in the future, there will be 
a very heavy reliance on STEM areas. We need to make sure that the graduates of the future are proficient in 
those STEM subjects. Members only have to look at the recent proliferation of new industries that have grown 
out of the on-demand space and the now almost hackneyed phrase, “disruptive technologies”, which everyone is 
bandying around, to confirm that they are the sorts of things we will need our children to be equipped to do. 
Gender equity is really important and we need to ensure that we promote it without compulsion and mandated 
quotas in STEM areas, and provide as many opportunities as possible for young girls to become involved with 
STEM as early as possible. We are all familiar with the gender imbalance in this area. Historically, it has been 
very easy to get boys to engage in STEM subjects but it is absolutely imperative that we get girls involved in this 
area. 
That brings me to the exciting news that came out of Ashdale Secondary College regarding a workshop that took 
place last Saturday, on 18 June. As members all know because I have spoken about it on numerous occasions, 
since its inception, Ashdale Secondary College has been a specialist information technology and technology 
school. However, this year we were very proud to say that we have started and developed a STEM institute that 
operates within the confines of the college. Last Saturday, as part of our STEM institute, Ashdale Secondary 
College hosted the inaugural STEM girls’ day camp. Members will know that Ashdale Secondary College is 
a cluster independent school. At the moment, it is made up of three primary schools—Ashdale, Madeley and 
Landsdale. Next year, a fourth primary school will come into our cluster, which is East Landsdale—it is yet to 
open. We invited female students from years 4 to 6 from our cluster schools to participate in the day camp. The 
aim of the day camp was to inspire, enable and maximise STEM learning and participation for all girls to 
ultimately encourage greater interest in STEM careers. 
The project that they looked at for the day concerned the greening of our urban areas. Using research and support 
for increased coverage of trees in the suburbs, the students investigated the problems caused by minimum tree 
canopies in Perth. They researched this subject and conducted experiments during the day. They devised 
solutions, either natural or engineered. Using the suburbs that surround Ashdale Secondary College, they were 
able to provide students with the opportunity to devise and implement real-life strategies for the areas where they 
live. They made comparisons between the more established, leafy green suburbs and they had Google Earth 
maps to compare Claremont with Landsdale and how they would overcome some of the issues there surrounding 
the greening of our suburbs. The areas of research and exploration included urban heat islands, impact on 
wildlife, energy usage, and the effects of shade and shade coverage in different suburbs. 

I am very pleased to say that 67 cluster primary school girls attended the day camp and they were assisted 
throughout the day by 12 wonderful STEM mentors from industry and further education areas. The mentors who 
must be thanked most gratefully by the administration of Ashdale Secondary College are: Sarah Lau from the 
Department of Water, Brenda van Rensburg from TechCamps4Kids, Pia Turcinov from the Australian Energy 
Resources Growth Centre, Renae Sayers from Australian Science Communicators, Lyndsey Welsh from the 
Public Transport Authority, Jill Holmes from WesTrac, Melissa Wareham from acQuire Technology Solutions, 
Jessica Stojkovska from the City of Wanneroo, Hiral Vara from ATC Williams and Joy Pan from 
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Woodside Energy. Members will note from that list that all the mentors on the day were female. It was a great 
demonstration to the young girls who participated in the day camp that they can go on into careers in those areas. 

I also have to say that, along with the mentors, 25 secondary and primary staff and student leaders attended and 
supported the initiative. The environment at Ashdale Secondary College is so wonderful that we had primary and 
secondary school teachers who were willing to voluntarily give up their time on a Saturday. It ran from 8.30 in 
the morning till 3.30 in the afternoon and they gave up their time voluntarily to promote this idea of the STEM 
day camp for the girls. The feedback we had from the mentors was that they were very impressed with the 
students’ innovation and enthusiasm and the girls have not stopped smiling and talking about the day camp since 
the weekend. Already, some Ashdale cluster parents have made inquiries about when the next camp event will 
be held. 

I would like to especially thank, from Ashdale Secondary College, Deborah Yates, who is the 
Ashdale Secondary College primary STEM coordinator, and Lisa Aitken, the Ashdale Secondary College 
marketing and communications coordinator. They were both the main drivers and organisers of the STEM 
institute’s inaugural day camp. If members would like to go onto the Ashdale Secondary College Facebook page, 
they will be able to see some great photos of the day of all the projects that the girls were involved with and the 
things that they were learning. These are the sorts of initiatives that come about because we have the independent 
public school sector just absolutely humming along, especially up in Ashdale. I am so proud to be the chairman 
of that board and to see some of the fantastic initiatives that are coming out. As members know, my own son was 
a graduate of that college and it certainly held him in good stead as he is now a student at the University of 
Western Australia. Again, he is living at St Catherine’s College where we have the fantastic BloomLab, which is 
a great STEM initiative to encourage students to go into tertiary education once they leave high school. I do not 
think enough emphasis can be placed on these sorts of programs that we are able to do. As I said, the girls who 
were involved on the day absolutely loved it. I am sure that the great majority of them will go on to study STEM 
subjects once they come up to the high school. That is the beauty of being involved in a cluster school; from 
a very early stage, the young students come up to the college campus. They graduate from the primary school 
and go to year 7, which, as we know, is the beginning of high school. There is no angst about, “Where is this big 
place I’m going to; I’m not familiar with it.” They have been on campus since year 4 when they first started 
going there. It is a great example of how the independent public school system is flourishing in this state under, 
of course, the guidance of our wonderful education minister and my very, very good friend and colleague 
Hon Peter Collier. I hope Ashdale and all the other schools involved in these STEM initiatives go from strength 
to strength. 
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